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Rose Howard is obsessed with homonyms. She's thrilled that her own name is 
a homonym, and she purposely gave her dog Rain a name with two homonyms 
(Reign, Rein), which, according to Rose's rules of homonyms, is very special. 
Not everyone understands Rose's obsessions, her rules, and the other things 
that make her different - not her teachers, not other kids, and not her 
single father. 

When a storm hits their rural town, rivers overflow, the roads are flooded, 
and Rain goes missing. Rose's father shouldn't have let Rain out. Now Rose 
has to find her dog, even if it means leaving her routines and safe places to 
search. 

Hearts will break and spirits will soar for this powerful story, brilliantly told 
from Rose's point of view. 

 

The New York Times bestseller A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, 
told in alternating sections, about two eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 
2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is 
two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. 
The boy, Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover 
the African continent on foot as they search for their families and for a 
safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by 
armed rebels to contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, 
and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving 
way. 

 

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in 
each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an 
African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim 
Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and 
powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a 
glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. 
Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through 
writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. 
Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first 
sparks of the gifted writer she was to become. 

 


